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aBoUt  tr ansIt Ions  dance  company

Founded in 1982, Transitions is the original conservatoire dance 
company, now based at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and 
Dance. The company was created to help young artists bridge 
formal training and their entry to the professional world. Formed 
each year through an intense and competitive international 
selection process and under David Waring’s artistic direction, 
these twelve young dancers represent some of the most talented 
performers and makers in the world today.

In 2015, Transitions performed its innovative repertory in 14 
shows, touring to theatres across the UK and Europe. 

aBoUt  tHe  performance

Transitions will perform a mixed bill of new, progressive dance work 
specially commissioned from established choreographers Ederson 
Rodrigues Xavier, Theo Clinkard and Dog Kennel Hill Project. The 
variety of these three choreographers’ artistic intentions ensures that 
the 2016 tour will delight both seasoned dance audiences and those 
new to dance with its diverse and high quality programme. 

“ A beautiful and generous 
performance” 
Lucy Dundon, Sallynoggin College, Dublin

“Total professionalism and high 
production values. A joy to watch.” 
Isabel Echarren, Programmer, CNC, Madrid

Transitions’ extensive repertoire, acquired in over 30 years of 
working, encompasses a mix of established, interesting dance 
makers alongside exciting, sometimes provocative, newcomers. It is 
well known for its daring choreographic commissions, in many cases 
identifying superbly talented emerging choreographers at the early 
stages of their careers, including such alumni as Lea Anderson and 
Luca Silvestrini, as well as artists at a more well-known point in their 
careers, such as Rafael Bonachela, Crystal Pite, Azsure Barton, Ben 
Wright (bgroup) and Lost Dog. 

Dancers leaving the company have gone on to work with established 
companies such as Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures, Akram 
Khan Company, Alias Compagnie, Siobhan Davies Dance Company, 
DV8 Physical Theatre, Rambert Dance Company, Random Dance 
Company, Maresa von Stockert’s Tilted Productions, Fabulous 
Beast, Punchdrunk, Candoco and Michael Clark Company. 
Transitions alumni also go on to form their own companies and work 
in various cultural settings across the world: faculty members of the 
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Artistic Director of Dance 
Umbrella, Protein Dance Company, Joss Arnott Dance, Taiwan 
National University of the Arts faculty and Artistic Director  
of DanceXchange, etc. 
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Ederson Rodrigues Xavier
 
Following a successful performance career in the Netherlands 
and internationally, Brazilian-born Xavier began to work as an 
independent choreographer, dancer, teacher and video artist in 2006.

As a choreographer he has developed an intense physical language, 
investigating the body’s relationship with space and time, and 
using it as a medium to communicate concepts driven by a deep 
understanding of the mechanisms that make us move and exist. He 
is inspired by the intersection of dance with other disciplines such as 
architecture, painting, music, sculpture, design, science and film.

The focus of Xavier’s work is underpinned by a musical fascination 
and chameleon-like perspective. His intricate and fluid movement 
vocabulary is constructed in a most rigorous way, offering new 
insights into choreographic construction. The results are variously 
playful and questioning yet always fascinating.

Theo Clinkard

Theo is a Cornish born, Brighton-based choreographer, dancer, 
teacher and theatre designer. Following his training at The Rambert 
School, he spent 20 years performing internationally in work by 
some of the UK’s most celebrated choreographers and 5 years 
co-directing PROBE with Antonia Grove. In 2012 he formed his own 
7-strong company to develop a portfolio of eloquent, visceral and 
visually arresting works that explore the communicative potential of 
the body and the empathetic nature of dance in performance. 

His inaugural company work, “Ordinary Courage’ (The Observer 
****), toured to 21 venues across the UK, including British Dance 
Edition 2014 and finished up with performances in Chile. Of Land 
and Tongue, his recent double bill, is conceived for unconventional 
spaces and an audience of just 60.

Clinkard’s work is very physical and often has a poignancy and 
strength that frames his interest in human relationships and the 
power and vulnerability of the individual. The emotional resonance of 
it can be deeply affecting and poetically beautiful.

www.theoclinkard.com

Dog Kennel Hill Project
 
Dog Kennel Hill Project is a performance and research collective 
formed by dance artists Ben Ash, Henrietta Hale and Rachel 
Lopez de la Nieta. Recent associates with Dance4, their work 
aims to question what dance is, who can dance and where it can 
happen. Each has an extensive career as an independent dancer 
with renowned choreographers such as Charles Linehan, Russell 
Maliphant, and Fabulous Beast. Since they formed in 2004, their 
work has evolved for a variety of contexts and included productions 
for theatre, screen, gallery and specific outdoor sites. Their current 
touring project, Etudes in Tension and Crisis involves a collection of 
associated works exploring the act of role play and appropriation of 
drama in conflict situations.

Following the success of the surreal, witty and subtly threatening 
‘hold on, let me go’ made for Transitions ‘14, which included body 
pile-ups, live harmonica playing, hair-ography and singing, this 
collective has been invited to work with the company again.
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Transitions performances are supported by a high-end education 
package that offers an excellent opportunity to interact with 
the company, experience world-leading conservatoire practice, 
and gain an insight into the creative process behind each piece. 
Education work is a key audience development tool, as  
we anticipate that workshop participants will become  
audience members. 

Programming Transitions at your institution provides a crucial 
introduction to a training pathway for local young dancers and 
dance professionals to undergraduate and also graduate level 
study. You will have a very real part in the development of the 
art form at grass roots level. This is a unique opportunity for 
dance teachers to create access to, and develop understanding 
of the route to becoming a dance professional from secondary 
education upwards.

The company and Artistic Director can deliver workshops, 
masterclasses, post-show talks and residencies. The dancers 
receive rigorous training at Trinity Laban to deliver engaging, 
quality education work, and we are very interested in talking 
to venues about ways to develop new ideas and projects in 
partnership.     

We also offer ‘curtain raisers’, which are a fantastic opportunity 
for groups to work with Transitions dancers to create a short 
dance piece which is then performed by the participants at 
the start of the show. Curtain raisers are a valuable audience 
development tool as they increase audience numbers through 
family and friends attending performances. 

Transitions works with participants from Key Stage 3 upwards.

Auditions

The company auditions every year for new members, please visit 
trinitylaban.ac.uk/jointransitions

Pathways to Transitions

Trinity Laban is a Centre for Advanced Training in Dance for ages 
13–16: trinitylaban.ac.uk/cat

The BA (Hons) Contemporary Dance develops the technical, 
creative and performance skills needed to become an individual 
and versatile dance artist: trinitylaban.ac.uk/contemporarydance

marKet Ing

Our marketing team provides venues with tailored support for 
all press, marketing and communications activities. You will 
be supplied with a comprehensive marketing and press pack 
including all information and templates you need to conduct 
successful campaigns. The company also brings its own front 
of house display stand (85cmx200cm), creating an impressive 
presentation in your venue. Our team will be contactable from the 
point of booking until the performance for professional support 
and advice to ensure we maximise audiences together. 

“ The session was fantastic... the boys were exposed 
to great material and teaching. They responded 
exceptionally well and thoroughly enjoyed the class.”
Catherine Smith, St Matthew Academy
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Running Time

Approximately 90 minutes including a 20 minute interval  
at mid-point. 

Cost

Transitions charges a negotiable one-off performance  
fee which includes one complimentary educational  
workshop. Additional workshops will be charged at  
£150 for a 2 hour session.

Technical Details

We perform in a range of venues including theatres,  
arts centres and schools, and are happy to adapt  
the programme to meet your needs. Our minimum  
requirements are as follows: 

performance space of 10 metres x 8 metres 

a sprung floor (concrete or carpet is not suitable)

use of the theatre for an 8 hour get in on the day prior  
to the performance

exclusive use of the theatre on the day of the performance

Contact

For any information or booking queries, please contact  
Ellie James, General Manager on +44 (0)20 8305 9371  
or email e.james@trinitylaban.ac.uk

See video from past tours on Vimeo vimeo.com/user33880594

Transitions will tour February to May 2016. 

“Daring, exciting choreography and 
top class performance skills.” 
Elisa Barucchieri, Artistic Director, ResExtensa, Italy



Transitions Dance Company is supported artistically and 
administratively by Trinity Laban under the leadership of 
Anthony Bowne. Trinity Laban is a world-leading conservatoire 
for contemporary dance artist training offering specialist 
postgraduate and undergraduate programmes in dance. 

With an unrivalled range of expertise and excellent facilities 
Trinity Laban remains at the forefront of dance research 
and training, actively contributing to the development of 
professional practice and artistic innovation at a national and 
international level. In August 2005 Laban merged with Trinity 
College of Music to form the UK’s first conservatoire for music 
and dance: Trinity Laban.
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