
We are hugely grateful to have received a donation of 
a multi-year scholarship for our brass students, to be 
named in remembrance of actress Marah (aka Zero) 
Mahlowe. Marah’s interest in brass came from her 
brother Philip Jones, world-renowned trumpeter, leader 
of an internationally famous brass chamber music 

ensemble and former Principal of Trinity College of  
Music. The new scholarship will be known as the 
Mahlowe Lelonek Scholarship, acknowledging  
the great bond between Marah Mahlowe and  
her friend Peter Lelonek. 

BRASS SUPPORT: ENDING THE YEAR WITH A BANG
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!  
As Chair of Trinity Laban’s 
Development Board, I am hugely 
pleased that as a result of your 
understanding and generosity,  
we saw an uplift of 35% in 
scholarship funding last year.  
The additional funding allowed us 
to award over 250 scholarships, 
including an increased number  
of multi-year scholarships which 

cover the duration of a student’s time at Trinity Laban.  
I am delighted that this provision played a key role in the 
improved acceptance rate of music students in particular. 

Financial support is one of our top priorities as we continue  
to attract talented students from the UK and around the  
world. We are acutely aware that our students need to feel 
financially secure during their training. However, due to our 
modest endowment funds compared to other conservatoires,  
we have a long way to go.

Nevertheless, our fundraising efforts for endowments have 
been helped through legacy gifts from Trinity Laban’s Friends 
and Family, including former staff, students and Governors.  
It is heart-warming to know that those who have been  
involved with our institution, even decades ago, remember 
Trinity Laban in their will and support tomorrow’s performing 
artists. Several major gifts from private sources have enabled 
us to improve areas at King Charles Court, including rooms 
used for teaching and practice. Students will see the fruits  
of these efforts in the new term and beyond.

Finally, I would like to thank you for introducing your friends to 
us. Several of you have offered your homes for Trinity Laban 
recitals or helped us to secure funding through new avenues. 
The volunteer members of our Development Board have swung 
into action and are working to attract funding to transform Trinity 
Laban at home and away, for which I am enormously grateful.

I hope you enjoy reading about our development activities over 
the last six months and I look forward to meeting you at our 
events this year. I remain most grateful for your ongoing support.

John Crompton 
Governor and Chair, Trinity Laban Development Board

See our website for more news and information: trinitylaban.ac.uk/news

Pictured: Alumnus Sir Matthew Bourne at a Trinity Laban reception for  
a performance of his Swan Lake at Sadler’s Wells, with Development 
Board member Maya Sama (left) and guest Mala Gupta (right). 

For more information on any of these 
articles, contact the Development 
Team, details of which can be found 
on the back page.

Pictured: Trinity Laban students perform jazz music for a patron event 
at Leo’s Bar, part of The Arts Club, Dover Street. 
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THE FIRST WALTZ

Pictured: Emma Johnson with John Suchet. 

Our recent gala event The First Waltz was a night to  
remember for all who celebrated at Blackheath Halls. 
Internationally acclaimed clarinettist Emma Johnson 
and her octet, which included members of the Carducci 
Quartet (one of our Carne Trust Ensembles in Residence), 
transported the audience to Vienna with music by 
members of the Strauss family. Classic FM broadcaster 
John Suchet was also on hand to bring the pieces to life 
with stories about the composers’ lives. The second half 
gave us the chance to dance the Viennese waltz and 
polka, expertly guided by Natasha Hubert, professional 
dancer and Trinity Laban graduate. There is still a limited 
number of prime and standard seats available to name in 
the Great Hall at Blackheath Halls. For more information 
on naming a seat, contact Emily Perry. 

FANFARE FOR THE 
MACKERRAS ROOM
At King Charles Court, we recently celebrated the 
completion of refurbishment works in two areas: The 
Mackerras Room and The Hawksmoor Stairs. These 
projects are part of our TRANSFORM KCC campaign to 
enhance the student experience at the Faculty of Music. 
It is vital to ensure that the talented artists studying at 
Trinity Laban enjoy top facilities equipped for the 21st 
century. To find out more about work on our historic 
buildings, please contact Paula Mallottides.

To mark the recent refurbishment of The Mackerras 
Room, we were delighted to welcome Sir Charles’ 
daughter Cathy and her family. Sir Charles Mackerras’ 
biographer Nigel Simeone was also at the reception, 
along with many others who knew Sir Charles. We 
received several messages from those who could not 
attend to say how privileged they were to work with  
such a renowned conductor and how glad they are  
that he is remembered so well at Trinity Laban. We  
were extremely pleased to receive messages from  
Gavin Henderson, former Principal of Trinity College  
of Music, and Paul Hughes, General Manager of the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra.

Trinity Laban Principal, Professor Anthony Bowne, 
thanked Cathy for enabling the work in The Mackerras 
Room and for donating photographs of her father  
over the years. She reflected: “My father was  
delighted with the Mackerras Room, situated as it 
is in King Charles Court, and surrounded by such 
distinguished architecture.” 

Pictured (left to right): Tom Hammond, James Ham (previous recipients 
of the Sir Charles Mackerras Junior Fellowship in Conducting), Cathy 
Mackerras, Professor Anthony Bowne, members of the Mackerras family. 

Sir Charles Mackerras was President of Trinity Laban 
from 2000 until his death in 2010. He was not only one 
of the world’s greatest conductors, but also showed a 
huge interest in young people and their musical training. 
At Trinity Laban, he endowed the Sir Charles Mackerras 
Junior Fellowship in Conducting, designed to help 
aspiring young conductors to bridge the gap between 
full-time conservatoire-based study and the music 
profession. It provides the recipients with the time and 
means to develop their professional skills and contacts 
whilst continuing their development with the support of 
a Trinity Laban mentor. Current Junior Fellows attended 
the reception and spoke about their experiences. For 
more photos of the event, see charlesmackerras.com 
and the Mackerras family Facebook page. 

 
Pictured: Big Smoke Brass, made up of Trinity Laban students, 
composed The Mackerras Fanfare to mark the celebration of the 
rededication of The Mackerras Room and the careful refurbishment  
of The Hawksmoor Stairs.  
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THE TRANSITION TO GREATNESS
Sir Matthew Bourne OBE, one of our Faculty of Dance’s 
best-known alumni, is one of the UK’s most popular 
and successful choreographers and directors. He is the 
creator of the world’s longest running ballet production, 
a five-time Olivier Award winner, and the only British 
director to have won the Tony Award for both Best 
Choreographer and Best Director of a Musical.

After graduating in 1985, Matthew spent a year with 
Trinity Laban’s innovative postgraduate dance company, 
Transitions, which gave him an insight into how his 
own company might work. Together with friends and 
fellow Transitions alumni Emma Gladstone and David 
Massingham, Matthew decided to form his own company. 
He formed Adventures in Motion Pictures, which later 
developed into the multi-award-winning New Adventures. 

While Adventures in Motion Pictures danced all over the 
world, their first performance was on the Laban stage.  
Sir Matthew is now a hugely important supporter of 
Trinity Laban. After attending a Trinity Laban reception 
for his production of The Red Shoes (2018) at the New 
York City Center, he spoke at a similar reception for the 
performance of his Swan Lake at Sadler’s Wells. 

Trinity Laban students often feature in Matthew’s work. 
In his upcoming production of Romeo and Juliet, we will 
see two of our students, Kayleigh Oborka-Letman and 
Ashton Hall. They are a shining example of the degree of 
expertise and professionalism that our students develop 
during their studies. 

By supporting Trinity Laban’s Transitions Dance 
Company, you can help students make their own 
leap into a creative future. We are currently planning a 
number of exchange tours with other conservatoires  
and universities which specialise in dance to support  
the development of our students’ careers.

To find out more about Trinity Laban’s Transitions  
Dance Company and to help us find and develop  
more trailblazing dancers and choreographers, please 
contact Paula Mallottides. 

LOOKING AHEAD WITH LEVERHULME
We are delighted that the Leverhulme Trust has 
confirmed further financial support for educational 
excellence across our Music and Dance Faculties.  

Over the years, the Leverhulme Arts Scholarships have 
had a transformative effect in supporting our highly 
gifted students. We are immensely grateful and proud 
that our longstanding relationship with the Leverhulme 
Trust is set to continue.

As well as supporting scholarships, the Leverhulme  
Trust has also championed Trinity Laban’s  
ground-breaking research into talent development  
and performance optimisation. Find out more at  
trinitylaban.ac.uk/inthedancersmind 

PIANOS FOR THE FUTURE

Pictured: Arrival of the pianos at King Charles Court. 

One of our most important relationships at Trinity Laban 
is with our sister organisation, Trinity College London. 
Their generous year-on-year support enables us to 
provide a number of scholarships and helps, among 
other things, with the upkeep of our estates and assets.

Most recently, we were overwhelmed by Trinity College 
London’s commitment in supporting us to upgrade our 
piano stock with a donation of £500,000 in memory of 
Alan Britten CBE, a dedicated trustee of both Trinity 
Laban and Trinity College London. 

This most generous donation has been used to  
purchase five new Steinway B grand pianos and one 
Yamaha ENSPIRE grand piano. The instruments are 
housed at King Charles Court in six newly refurbished 
piano studios, two of which have already been named  
in recognition of generous donors. The pianos will further 
enhance the excellent facilities at Trinity Laban and give 
students the tools to succeed in the professional world. 
We are hugely grateful to Trinity College London for all 
that they help us to achieve. 

Providing a gift to purchase high-quality instruments for 
study and performance is just one way you can transform 
the student experience at KCC. To find out more, contact 
Bernadette Benati.



AN EVENING FOR DONORS 
AND SCHOLARS
Our annual Donors and Scholars Evening was once 
again a wonderful opportunity for those who fund 
scholarships to meet those who receive them. The 
average music scholarship awarded at Trinity Laban 
is £5,000 per year. For the recipients, this level of 
scholarship not only contributes significantly towards  
the very high costs attached to conservatoire study,  
but is also a meaningful recognition of their attainment. 
A gift of £20,000 could help to support a student 
throughout their four-year undergraduate course  
at Trinity Laban. 

Remembering us in your will is another way of helping 
to address the need for student scholarships. Our 
annual Legacy Lunch will take place on 4 April 2019 for 
supporters of both Trinity Laban and Blackheath Halls. 
If you are interested in attending, or would like more 
information, contact Saffiyah Keig-Momin. 

Pictured (left to right): Enzo dell’Oglio (scholar), Bernadette Benati  
(Head of Development), Terry Heard (Patron) and Melody Lin (scholar). 

Pictured (left to right): Havilland Willshire (newly-appointed  
Director of Music), Thibault Blanchard-Dubois (scholar) who  
performed at the reception. 

FACULT Y  OF  DANCE :  L A BA N  B U I L D I N G ,  C R E E KS I D E ,  L O N D O N  S E 8  3 DZ ,  T E L :  +4 4 (0)20  8305  9400 
FACULT Y  OF  MUSIC :  K I N G  C H A R L E S  C O U R T,  O L D  R OYA L  N AVA L  C O L L E G E ,  G R E E N W I C H ,  L O N D O N  S E 1 0  9 J F,  T E L :  +4 4 (0)20  8305  4 4 4 4 
INFO@TRIN IT YL ABAN. AC .UK   |   TR IN IT YL ABAN. AC .UK   |   FOLLOW US ON:       /TRINITYLABAN  |   PATRON  H R H  T H E  D U KE  O F  KE N T  KG  |  CHAIR  H A R R I E T  H A R M A N  M P  |  PRINC IPAL  P R O F.  A N T H O N Y  B OW N E
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales. Company No: 51090 Registered. Charity No: 309998. King Charles Court, Old Royal Naval College, London SE10 9JF

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
4 APR   Legacy Lunch at Blackheath Halls

20 & 21 JUN   Dance Legends at the  
Laban Theatre 

Come to our regular lunchtime recitals  
in Greenwich:

TUESDAYS  13.05h Old Royal Naval 
& FRIDAYS College Chapel

THURSDAYS  13.05h St Alfege Church 

Join us in central London to see our  
students in action:

1 APR  19.30h Polish Hearth Club,  
  Kensington

22 APR    17.00h Old Royal Naval College 
Trinity Laban Chapel Choir Choral 
Evensong at Westminster Abbey 

7–31 AUG   Matthew Bourne’s Romeo  
and Juliet at Sadler’s Wells

 
Have a look at our What’s On guide for  

more information about our events

trinitylaban.ac.uk/whatson
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GET IN TOUCH 
Bernadette Benati, Head of Development 
b.benati@trinitylaban.ac.uk | 020 8305 4461

Paula Mallottides, Development Manager 
p.mallottides@trinitylaban.ac.uk | 020 8305 4490

Saffiyah Keig-Momin, Development Officer 
s.keig-momin@trinitylaban.ac.uk | 020 8305 4459

Emily Perry, Development Officer for Blackheath Halls 
e.perry@blackheathhalls.com | 020 8305 3894
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Pictured: Sir Matthew Bourne at a recent Trinity Laban event.


