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CREATIVITY CONTINUES 
UNDER LOCKDOWN
The last few months have brought unforeseen challenges 
to our community at Trinity Laban but despite this 
fantastic creation and innovation has continued. The 
start of 2020 brought celebrations as former Director of 
Dance Mirella Bartrip was awarded an OBE for services to 
dance honouring her 36-year career at the conservatoire, 
while eminent contemporary composer and composition 
professor Errollyn Wallen was awarded a CBE for her 
services to music.

By the end of March however, we had to close our doors 
as lockdown due to Coronavirus began. The sudden 
closure of facilities and prevention of face-to-face 
teaching brought about many changes for students and 
staff but teaching and performances have continued 
digitally and our community has shown incredible 
resilience and creativity during this period.

trinitylaban.ac.uk/alumni

Our YouTube channel saw students and staff from 
the Strings department come together virtually as the 
From My Room Orchestra, with their performance of 
Pachelbel’s Canon in D receiving over 19,000 views. 
Several alumni performed on the channel, including all-
female dance collective Mass Hysteria with their work 
in this.net, alum Olivia Fraser’s programme of oboe 
music and James Layton’s launch of viola album Into the 
Ocean. Head of Composition Dominic Murcott helped the 
community stay connected with a regular dose of music 
and dance in his Tunes From Home series, where staff 
and students shared performances and compositions 
recorded remotely.

We are looking forward to opening our doors again in 
September when we will be welcoming new and returning 
students and our staff into our fantastic buildings. 
Teaching in the autumn term will be a combination of 
in-person and virtual methods which will build on our 
existing integrated teaching approach. Despite the 
challenges there are many opportunities ahead as we use 
our knowledge to help our students become adaptable, 
digitally literate artists.

From My Room Orchestra performing ‘Company’ by Philip Glass

http://trinitylaban.ac.uk/alumni
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CELEBRATING LIN HWAI-MIN

In February, Trinity Laban and the Taiwan Ministry of 
Culture co-hosted a celebratory event for Lin Hwai-
min, founder of legendary Cloud Gate Dance Theatre 
of Taiwan. Prominent dance writer Judith Mackrell led 
a talk reflecting on the pre-eminent choreographer’s life 
and career, during which Master Lin shared insights into 
some of his seminal works, the company’s distinctive 
movement style routed in Taiwan’s landscape and 
culture, and its impact on contemporary dance.

Trinity Laban Honorary Fellow Lin Hwai-min founded 
Cloud Gate in 1973 with a mission to serve the 
community and give everyone in Taipei the chance 
to see live performance. “We wanted to perform to 
the grassroots”, he explained. “To me that’s the most 
fantastic hours of the company.” The first Taiwanese 
professional dance company to employ salaried 
dancers, Cloud Gate’s impact has been internationally 
recognised, recently being awarded a Stef Stefanou 
Award at the UK’s National Dance Awards. During the 
post-talk Q&A, a Taiwanese audience member summed 
up the intrinsic importance of Cloud Gate, “it’s more 
than just a company - it’s a culture”. 

Following the evening’s events, Trinity Laban dance 
students had the fantastic opportunity of participating 
in masterclasses led by alum and Cloud Gate Associate 
Artistic Director Ching-Chun Lee, alongside veteran 
Cloud Gate dancer Su I-ping. 

We were honoured to host this unique event celebrating 
Master Lin and together looking forward to the 
company’s exciting future.

LASTING LEGACIES 
Allan Tregonning arrived at Trinity College of Music in 
1939 on an Australasian scholarship to study piano.  
Age 19, he was the youngest student ever to receive 
this award. 

Advised by the New Zealand High Commission to stay 
put in London when war broke out, Allan lived at the 
College at Mandeville Place, acting as Fire Warden.  

GOLD MEDAL SHOWCASES 
FANTASTIC TALENT  

HRH The Duke of Kent with Theo Perry and Olivia Fraser

 
In January, Southbank Centre’s Purcell Room saw some 
of Trinity Laban’s most promising young musicians 
compete for the prestigious Gold Medal Prize. 
Nominated by the Heads of Department in our Faculty 
of Music, seven students and recent alumni performed 
an eclectic and diverse programme of jazz, musical 
theatre, classical and contemporary music.

This year’s guest adjudicators were Honorary Fellow 
Chi-chi Nwanoku OBE, Artistic Director of the Chineke! 
Foundation and Rebecca Allen, President of EMI 
Records, Trinity Laban alum and Governor.

The award, presented by our Patron HRH The Duke 
of Kent, went to postgraduate vocal student Theo 
Perry, who won over the judges with his storytelling 

He had to cycle around London to sit exams, often in 
awful weather and on roads damaged by bombing. 
On one occasion, examiners took pity on him when he 
arrived soaking wet, allowing him to sit two exams in 
the same day. However, due to a misunderstanding he 
played the wrong piece. The examiners offered him the 
correct music but the talented pianist declined, playing 
the piece from memory. 

Allan eventually returned to New Zealand to become a 
Professor of Languages, but the memories of London 
and Trinity College of Music stayed with him. When he 
sadly passed away in 2014, aged 94, he left the residue 
of his estate to Trinity Laban to provide a scholarship for 
a student with New Zealand nationality.  

We are delighted and proud to offer the Allan Tregonning 
Scholarship, which this year was awarded to violinist 
Hannah Garty to support her studies on the Master of 
Music (MMus) Programme. 

A legacy bequest is one of the most important gifts 
of your life and we are enormously grateful to all our 
legacy pledgers. If you would like to find out more 
about remembering Trinity Laban in your will, please 
contact Paula Mallottides, Development Manager, at 
p.mallottides@trinitylaban.ac.uk. 

Lin Hwai-min in conversation with Judith Mackrell
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and elegance in a programme of song by Schubert, 
Butterworth, Poulenc and Ives. An Elliot Rosenblatt 
Memorial scholar, Theo made his debut in Trinity Laban 
Opera’s production of A Christmas Carol and performed 
the title role in Don Giovanni for Rogue Opera’s UK tour.

Following a public vote, the Audience Prize  
was awarded to Olivia Fraser for her enchanting 
performances of technically demanding works for 
oboe and cor anglais by Roxburgh and Pasculli. Since 
graduating in 2019, Olivia has played with the Orchestra 
of the Royal Opera House, English National Opera, 
Royal Ballet Sinfonia and London Mozart Players.

Theo and Olivia’s fellow finalists were Florence Russell 
(Musical Theatre), Christos Fountos (piano), Wilmien 
Janse van Rensburg (violin), Olly Chalk (jazz) and Ben 
Leigh Grossart (composition).

VALERIE PRESTON DUNLOP AT 90

Trinity Laban paid tribute to Dr Valerie Preston Dunlop 
on her 90th birthday in March. A leading specialist on 
the life and work of legendary dance practitioner Rudolf 
Laban, Valerie has had an immeasurable impact on both 
Trinity Laban and the world of dance.

Valerie trained with Laban at his Art of Movement 
Studio in Manchester, the predecessor of the Laban 
Centre. The “modern, creative and exciting” curriculum 
became the catalyst for Valerie’s lifelong dedication 
to developing and interrogating Laban’s expressionist 
dance practice.

Sought-after as both an educator and performer, Valerie 
enjoyed a dynamic career sharing her expertise all 
over the world. Her progressive attitude towards dance 
led her to obtain the first dance PhD to bridge dance 
practice and scholarship and to publish several books, 
including her autobiography Moving With The Times. 

Valerie explains “My one aim is to empower the next 
generation, with knowledge and curiosity and the will 
to keep progressing”, and she has undoubtedly been 
a huge inspiration to so many students over the years. 
Alison Gee, now Head of Community and Professional 
Development at Trinity Laban remembers, “It was 
through Valerie that I found the love of dance analysis. 

She made complex theories seem easy and lectures 
were never dull. What an inspiring woman she is.”

We applaud Valerie for her inspirational dedication to 
dance, thank her for her support of Trinity Laban over 
the years and, finally, wish her many happy returns for 
her 90th birthday year. 

ALUMNI EXCEL IN NEW  
BALLETBOYZ PRODUCTION 

We were extremely proud to see so many alumni 
brought together for the latest BalletBoyz production, 
Deluxe. Originally scheduled for Sadler’s Wells in  
March, the performance was postponed due to 
lockdown. However, it has been shown on Sadler’s 
Wells’ ‘digital stage’ and as part of the BBC’s Culture  
in Quarantine festival. 

Featuring dancer Matthew Sandiford, the award-winning 
company presented alum Maxine Doyle’s Bradley 
4.18 in a double bill of new works. Maxine has been 
Associate Director and Choreographer for Punchdrunk 
since 2002, having co-directed the multi-award-winning 
Sleep No More among many other productions.

Working alongside Maxine and Matthew were fellow 
alumni Charlotte Pook, rehearsal director for BalletBoyz, 
and Sarah Golding who choreographed the opening 
dance film The Intro. Music alum and Mercury-
nominated composer Cassie Kinoshi was commissioned 
to write the music for Bradley 4.18, improvising and 
composing alongside the dancers in the rehearsal 
studio. She said of the experience, “It was a privilege  
to work with Maxine and the amazing dancers. 
Sometimes composers are tacked on at the end, an 
afterthought, but I was involved from the beginning. 
There was a true sense of collaboration.”

The digital performance received rave reviews, with  
The Guardian describing Cassie’s score as “fantastically 
atmospheric” and the production as “packed with 
forward-looking talent”. This production is a wonderful 
example of the creativity and skills of our alumni and the 
huge impact they make on the arts. We look forward to 
the show’s official live premiere.

Valerie Preston Dunlop with Professor Anthony Bowne

BalletBoyz perform in double bill Deluxe 
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FROM MUSIC ALUMNI 

NEWS
Cassie Kinoshi (BMus composition 
2015) was appointed as a member of 
the Ivors Academy Jazz Committee.

John Powell (Composition 1986) 
composed the score for Hollywood 
film The Call of the Wild.

Lucy Drever (BMus voice 2013) 
was appointed as the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra’s new 
Associate Artist.

Soumik Datta (MMus composition 
2009) and Oscar Jerome (BMus jazz 
guitar 2014) appeared in the PRS 
Presents: LCKDWN live-stream, 
raising over £2.1 million for the PRS 
Emergency Relief Fund.

Stjepan Hauser (BMus cello 
2009) helped to raise funds for the 
COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund 
in his Alone Together online concerts.

Camilla George (MMus jazz 
saxophone 2012) gave an online 
performance as part of the Serious 
Livestream Sessions.

Ayanna Witter-Johnson (BMus 
composition 2008) performed 
live cello and vocals in a concert 
streamed from her home in the 
Royal Albert Hall’s new lockdown 
series Royal Albert Home.

Sally Zimmerman (GTCL piano 
1978) retired after 25 years teaching 
and 25 years as RNIB’s Music 
Adviser. She continues to perform 
and accompany recitals.

Max De Lucia (BMus composition 
2014) created new project 
Lockdown Experiment, featuring 
alumni including Lily Carassik 
(BMus trumpet 2016), Manu Delago 
(Postgraduate Advanced Diploma 
composition 2011) and Ayanna 
Witter-Johnson.

Duncan Eagles (BMus saxophone 
2007) released new album Spirit 
Bloom as part of his duo Million 
Square and performed in the Serious 
Livestream Sessions.

Anna Charlton (BA musical theatre 
2015) launched new radio station 
Quarantine FM.

Joe Armon-Jones (BMus jazz piano 
2016) and Mutale Chashi (BMus 
jazz guitar 2018) lent their talents 
to Tony Allen and Hugh Masakela’s 
collaborative album, Rejoice.

Madeleine Bradbury Rance (MA 
voice 2018) performed with the LA 
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall.

Jack McCann (BA musical theatre 
2016) starred in the Belfast Lyric 
Theatre’s run of Kiss Me, Kate in the 
role of Bill Cahoun.

Cherise Adams-Burnett (BMus 
jazz voice 2017) launched her EP 
Paradise at Kings Place.

Moses Boyd (BMus jazz drumkit 
2016) released new album Dark 
Matter which was nominated for  
a Mercury Prize.

John Savournin (BMus voice 2007) 
toured his whistle-stop version 
of classic opera The Marriage of 
Figaro.

Jack McNeill (BA musical theatre 
2017) made his West End debut, 
joining the ensemble of hit musical 
The Book of Mormon.

Nardus Williams (BMus voice 2014) 
and Keel Watson (FTCL voice 
1990) performed in English National 
Opera’s production of Carmen.

Reuben James (BMus jazz piano) 
and The Puppini Sisters, which 
includes alumni Marcella Puppini 
(BMus jazz voice 2003) and 
Kate Mullins (BMus jazz voice 
2008), performed at the Hastings 
International Piano Festival.



 TRINITYLABAN.AC.UK/ENCORE 5

CATCH UP WITH YOUR PEERS IN THE WORLD OF MUSIC  
LOOK OUT FOR MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

Luke Walsh (BA musical theatre 
2012) joined the cast of Chess for its 
Tokyo production.

Soosan Lolavar (MMus composition 
2013) was commissioned to write 
new work for The Riot Ensemble.

Kate Hume (BA musical theatre 
2013) starred as Maid Marion in 
Robin Hood at the Camberley 
Theatre, Surrey.

Peter Hewitt (Postgraduate 
certificate piano 1992) released 
weekly videos during lockdown, 
performing and introducing 
movements from Beethoven’s piano 
sonatas.

Rebecca Allen (GTCL recorder 
1995) has been announced as 
President of EMI Records.

Shaun Thompson (LTCL clarinet 
1988) released a new album of 
contemporary clarinet music Inhale, 
Exhale, Repeat, featuring music from 
UK composers including fellow alum 
Adrian Revell (GTCL 1989).

Irina Lyakhovskaya (Postgraduate 
Advanced Diploma piano 2002) 
performed live in the Europik Music 
Festival in July.

Steve Rubie (Flute 1976) set up 
the 606 Club online, designed to 
continue supporting jazz music and 
the future of the famous club.

Simon Lasky (Piano 1993) started 
an interview series to help inspire 
musicians during the pandemic, 
talking to jazz musicians in their 
homes.

AWARDS, HONOURS  
AND COMPETITIONS
Congratulations to our alumni for  
the many awards and prizes they 
have won.

Cherise Adams-Burnett (BMus jazz 
voice 2017) won the vocalist award at 
the 2020 Parliamentary Jazz Awards.

Elliot Galvin (BMus jazz piano 
2014, MMus composition 2014) was 
announced as one of four artists to 
receive a Jerwood Jazz Encounters 
fellowship.

Anna Stereopoulou (PGDip 
composition 2003) was nominated 
for Classical: NEXT innovation award 
2020 for her project PLANO.

At the Urban Music Awards 2020, 
Ezra Collective won Best Jazz Act 
out of a shortlist which included 
Joe Armon-Jones and Camilla 
George, while Best Group went to 
KOKOROKO led by Sheila Maurice 
Grey (PGDip jazz trumpet 2016) and 
features Mutale Chashi (BMus jazz 
bass 2018), Cassie Kinoshi and 
Oscar Jerome (BMus jazz guitar 
2014). 

Lucy Elston (MMus voice 2017) was 
named a winner of Wilton’s Music 
Hall’s Music 4All competition.

Laura Jurd (BMus jazz trumpet 
2013) and Mark Lockheart (LTCL 
saxophone 1982) were recognised 
at the Paul Hamlyn Awards, and 
the Ivors Composers Awards saw 
Laura win alongside fellow alum Dai 
Fujikura (BMus composition 2000).

Award-winning international concert 
pianist Iyad Sughayer (MMus piano 
2018) was one of six musicians 
named as the City Music Foundation 
(CMF) Artists 2019.

Jeff Wayne’s (Composition 
1966) The War of the Worlds: The 
Immersive Experience won the 
Outstanding Achievement award for 
‘Connected Immersive’ at the Thea 
Awards, along with Best Innovation at 
the British Youth Travel Awards. 

Kate Weston’s (BMus guitar 2009) 
new book Diary of a Confused 
Feminist featured in The Guardian’s 
list of top children’s books.
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FROM DANCE ALUMNI 

NEWS 
Rosemary Lee (BA 1981) released 
dance film Common Dance, created 
with fellow alum and filmmaker 
Roswitha Chesher (BA 1991).

Hagit Yakira (MA European Dance 
Theatre Practice 2006, PhD 
Choreography 2019) ran free live-
streamed dance classes for all ages to 
join in with during lockdown.

Cameron Everitt (BA 2017) and 
Jack Parry (BA 2018) performed in 
Matthew Bourne’s International tour of 
legendary production, Swan Lake.

Dante Puleio (BA 1996) was 
announced as the new Artistic 
Director of the world-leading Limón 
Dance Company.

Farah Fadzali (MSc Dance Science 
2019), Charmaine Tay (MSc Dance 
Science 2013) and Reina Teh 
(MSc Dance Science 2019) set up 
new website Scape for dancers in 
Singapore and Southeast Asia.

Alexandrina Hemsley (BA 2009), 
Luke Birch (BA 2008) and Susanna 
Recchia (BA 2004) were announced 
in Independent Dance’s alternative 
programme of creative practice 
sessions.

Laura Rouzet (MA Creative Practice 
2019) had her sculpture work Bones 
and Corals exhibited at the Gerald 
Moore gallery in London. 
 

Sir Matthew Bourne’s (BA 1985, 
Transitions 1986) New Adventures 
broadcasted some of their most 
well-loved shows on Sky Arts, 
including Swan Lake, Romeo and 
Juliet and The Car Man.

Luca Silvestrini’s (Graduate Diploma 
Dance 1997) Protein released 
inspiring new film Reimagining 
Protein, which documents dance 
groups taking part in Protein’s 
21st anniversary celebrations and 
features projects from alumni Stella 
Howard (BA 2000, Transitions 
2001, Choreological Studies 2012), 
Molly Wright (BA 2008) and Ella 
Fleetwood (BA 2016). Protein’s 
production of The Little Prince ran  
at The Place throughout December 
and subsequently toured venues 
across the UK.

Lynn Needle (BA 1980) 
choreographed Art of Motion’s new 
work Ebb and Flow, premiered at the 
Jazz Lincoln Centre in New York.

Leila McMillan (BA 2004, Transitions 
2006) began a new virtual residency 
with Dance 4, undertaking her new 
project Curl of Hair.

Stratford Circus saw dance 
company TRIBE// present their 
dynamic and empowering 
performance of Victoria Fox’s (BA 
1999) original work Still I Rise.

Sadler’s Wells live-streamed 
Rumpelstiltskin by Ballet Lorent 
choreographed by Liv Lorent (BA 
1993) featuring Maria Vincentelli  
(BA 2016).    

Dr Stacey Prickett (MA Dance 
Studies 1988) co-edited The 
Routledge Companion to Dance 
Studies.

Daisy Farris (Transitions 2014), Kate 
Brown (MA Creative Practice 2018), 
Elise Phillips (Community Dance 
2012) and Aline Derderian (MA 
Choreography 2018) presented work 
at our alumni dance platform Bite 
Size Pieces in February.

David Ogle (Transitions 2010) 
choreographed and starred in 
Sounds of System Breakdown’s 
remotely-filmed music video for  
their new single Connect With Me, 
also featuring alumni Lisa Rowley 
(BA 2008, Transitions 2010), Tim 
Chew (Transitions 2009) and  
Ryan O’Neill (Transitions 2009).



CATCH UP WITH YOUR PEERS IN THE WORLD OF DANCE  
LOOK OUT FOR MORE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Dance alum Christopher Tandy 
(BA 2004) performed the title role in 
Pina Bausch’s legendary production 
of Bluebeard on tour including at 
Sadler’s Wells.

Performing at Resolution at The 
Place in January and February were 
Shivaangee Agrawal (Graduate 
Diploma Dance Science 2018), 
Rebeca Piersanti (BA 2019), Darren 
Payne (BA 2019), Jacob Elliot 
Roberts (BA 2018), Luke Birch 
(BA 2008), Bakani Pick-Up (MA 
Choreography 2017), Greta Gauhe 
(BA 2015, MFA Choreography 
2018), Matthew Harding (MFA 
Choreography 2019), Petronella 
Wiehahn (BA 2018), Clara Cowen 
(BA 2018), Rachel Laird (BA 2018), 
Julia Costa (BA 2019), Vanessa 
Abreu (BA 2006, MA Choreography 
2007), Jessica Walker (Transitions 
2017), Marcus Alessandrini 
(Transitions 2017), Diamanto 
Hadjizacharia (BA 2019), Marlen 
Pflueger (BA 2019), Willa Faulkner 
(BA 2019), Vasiliki Papapostolou 
(BA 2018) and Mass Hysteria.

Malik Nashad Sharpe (BA 2013) 
presented original performance 
piece He’s Dead at The Yard 
Theatre, combining dance, text,  
live action and sound.

Megan Armishaw (BA 2011, MA 
2012) and Olivia Edginton (BA 2015, 
Transitions 2016) returned with 
Candoco Dance Company to the 
Laban Theatre for a double bill of 
performances.

Emily Jenkins’ (PGDip Community 
Dance 2014, MA Creative Practice 
2016) Move Dance Feel continued 
to offer sessions online and teamed 
up with leading cancer charity Penny 
Brohn UK to provide a free dance 
taster session for women affected 
by cancer. 

Yukiko Masui (DDS 2009, Transitions 
2012) was the choreographer for 
Chester Theatre’s production of 
original work Blue Stockings.

Darren Royston’s (MA Dance  
Studies 1996) Nonsuch History  
& Dance Company ran the 
Midsummer Early Dance and  
Music Online Festival.

Dr Kiki Selioni (BA 2004, MA 
European Dance Theatre Practice 
2004) launched Athens-based 
organisation The Makings of the 
Actor – a central resource for the 
development and sharing of best 
practices for actor training pedagogy.

Yukiko Masui (DDS 2009, Transitions 
2011), Sarah Golding (BA 2012, 
Transitions 2013) and Rachel Cherry 
(BA 2003) have all been selected for 
The Place’s Choreodrome 2020.

Gloria Trolla (BA 2017, Transitions 
2018) is joining choreographer Sarah 
Mck Fife Cie in her next production 
Haear.

AWARDS, HONOURS  
AND COMPETITIONS
Congratulations to our alumni  
for the many awards and  
prizes they have won.

At The Bonnies 2020, choreographer, 
performer and writer Janine 
Harrington (BA 2006, Choreological 
Studies 2012) received the New 
Choreography award. 

Adam Moore (MA Creative Practice 
2017) was awarded a Jerwood Artists 
bursary for 2020/21.

Panayiotis Tofi’s (BA 2014) work 
Through Me, THEM was selected 
for the first Cyprus Choreography 
Showcase 2020. 

Lewis Sharp (BA 2019, Transitions 
2020) and Patrick Webster (BA 
2019) were accepted onto the New 
Adventures Overture professional 
development scheme.

Iole La Sala (Transitions 2020) won 
third place in the Premio Roma 
Danza 2020 international dance 
competition. 

Sir Matthew Bourne was 
recognised at the Broadway World 
Awards, winning the Outstanding 
Achievement in a New Dance 
Production for Romeo & Juliet. He 
was also nominated for an Olivier 
Award for his work on West End hit, 
Mary Poppins.

The Guardian listed its Top Ten  
Dance Shows of 2019, featuring  
Oona Doherty’s (Transitions 2010) 
Hard to Be Soft – A Belfast Prayer  
at number one.
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Photo credits: Kate Brown, Rachel Cherry, Aline Derderian, Lucy Drever, Daisy Farris, Cassie Kinoshi, James Keates, Tas Kyprianou, Soosan Lolovar, Jack McNeil, Chris Nash, 
George Piper, Dante Puleio, Laura Rouzet.

IN MEMORY
We are very sad to announce the following 
deaths and our condolences go to their  
families and friends.

Jane Giles (nee Edge-Partington) (27 Aug 1953 
– 16 April 2020) studied flute at TCM graduating 
with a LTCL in 1971. She went on to teach at 
Putney High School and to work at Boosey & 
Hawkes as PA to the Managing Director. Jane 
was married with two sons.

Professor Olatunji Euba (28 April 1935 – 14 
April 2020) studied composition and piano at 
TCM gaining a FTCL in 1957. He was a much-
admired musicologist, composer and pianist 
and was awarded a PhD in Ethnomusicology 
from the University of Ghana. He held many 
positions including Director of the Centre for 
Cultural Studies at the University of Lagos, 
Head of Music at the Nigerian Broadcasting 
Corporation, Andrew Mellon Professor of 
Music at the University of Pittsburgh and 
Director Emeritus of the Centre for Intercultural 
Musicology at Churchill College, University of 
Cambridge.

Anne Cassal (2 May 1930 – 23 March 2020) 
was a much-loved Trinity College of Music 
teacher. She taught keyboard, harmony and 
musicianship for many years to senior students 
at TCM and was senior assistant at Junior 
Trinity. She was the author of A History of Junior 
Trinity (Junior Trinity: 100 years, 1906– 2006) 
and set up the Gladys Puttick Improvisation 
Competition in memory of her mother who was 
Head of Junior Trinity for many years.  

Jennifer Rhys-Davies (1955 – 7 March 2020) 
studied voice at TCM in the 1970s. She made 
her debut at the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden in the role of Berta in Il Barbiere di 
Siviglia and performed in many other works 
with the company. Jennifer was a proponent 
of modern works and performed in the world 
premiere of Kevin Volans’ The Man Who 
Strides the Wind with Almeida Opera and The 
Electrification of the Soviet Union on tour with 
Music Theatre Wales.

Leonard Claisse (11 July 1926 – 2020) was a 
Junior Exhibitor at TCM before joining the navy 
in WWII. He returned to TCM after the war and 
studied the piano leaving with a LTCL and FTCL. 
He taught music at a secondary school, before 
becoming Head of Department and then Head.

(Denise) Joyce Auguste OBE (1944 – May 
2020) studied piano at TCM and was awarded 
a LTCL piano in 1966. After graduating she 
returned home to St Lucia and was appointed 
Music Supervisor for Schools at the Ministry 
of Education, a position she held for many 
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years. She was also music tutor at St Lucia 
Teacher’s Training College and involved in 
the production of major events and festivals. 
Denise led pioneering research into the folk 
music and dances of St Lucia, recording 
several albums of traditional folk songs. 

Peter Goodwin (27 March 1926 – June 2020) 
studied piano at TCM and was awarded a 
GTCL in 1952. After teaching in Hayes he 
moved to Mill End Road School in Wycombe 
and in 1962 created a new music department 
at High Wycombe College of Technology 
and Art, now Bucks New University. He 
was a founding committee member of the 
Wycombe Arts Festival and led the High 
Wycombe Orchestra. He staged over 26 
operas and countless concerts and was 
awarded an Honorary Fellowship by Bucks 
New University in 2013.

Patrick Kelly (5 Oct 1931 – 11 June 2020) 
studied trombone at TCM as a mature 
student in the early 60’s. He enjoyed a hugely 
varied performing career including with the 
orchestra of the Royal Opera House, West 
End theatre and frequent appearances at 
Ronnie Scott’s. In 1975, he founded the 
Berkshire Youth Jazz Orchestra, later called 
Pendulum. The band became one of the 
most well-respected youth jazz ensembles 
in the country, playing at events such as the 
Montreux and Brecon Jazz Festivals.

George Kinnear (Jan 1923 – July 2020)  
was a long-standing member of the faculty  
at TCM teaching piano and second year  
aural training from the early 1960’s to 
early 1990’s. Prior to joining TCM George 
worked as an accompanist and conductor. 
He also taught at the University of London 
and Goldsmith’s College. George was very 
involved in the TCM Guild and was for many 
years a senior examiner for Trinity College 
London being awarded an HonFTCL for his 
work in music education.

Geoffrey Hanson (9 Dec 1939 – 2020) 
studied the organ at TCM in the early 60s. 
He had a successful international career as a 
composer, organist, and conductor as well as 
teaching composition at TCM for many years. 
He founded the annual East Finchley Arts 
Festival in 1997 where the London Mozart 
Players premiered three of his works written 
especially for them.


