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MA / MFA Dance Leadership and Community Practice 

Key Facts 

Introduction 

This unique vocational programme is for anyone wanting to work as a dance practitioner in 
community and participatory settings. It supports your development as a dance leader and 
facilitator with practical knowledge and skills and an understanding of dance as a socially 
relevant, creative, applied, and inclusive practice. Opportunities to assist professionals in the 
field and learn from experienced tutors and professional community artists, supports your 
development and understanding as a practitioner. Study accumulates in a self-selected area 
of research into practice where you can develop individual areas of interest and experience, 
leading to a MA or MFA qualification. 

 

The programme has four key strands:  

• Dance leadership and teaching – develop knowledge and skills for working with different 
kinds of groups. Learn from some of the UK’s leading community dance practitioners and 
work with Trinity Laban’s renowned Learning and Participation programme.  

• Understanding community dance –explore the values and principles of community dance, 
how it happens, and its impact on individuals and communities. Learn about planning and 
delivering projects, and the networks and agencies that support community dance provision.  

• Artistic development – progress your creative dance skills and artistic practice in a world-
class conservatoire with first-class teachers and facilities.  

• Professional practice – encounters with practising artists and their work, supported by our 
partnerships with some of the UK’s leading professional organisations, facilitates your 
understanding of how the profession operates, as well as providing valuable contacts and 
work experience.  

 

What will I study? 

The programme consists of core modules of vocational study, alongside knowledge of 
research practices and independent research and enquiry. As part of the learning, students 
are expected to undertake assisting placements with Learning and Participation Dance and 
other community dance organisations. 

 

 

MA MFA Dance Leadership & Community Practice credits 
Module 1 Res Lab 30 

Module 2 Creative and Inclusive Dance Teaching 30 
Assisting placements    

Module 3 
Community Dance Leadership 30 
Workshops with visiting artists   

Module 4 Relatedness in Motion 30 
Module 5 MA Project 60 

OR  MFA Extended Project 140 
   MA Total Credits    180 

   MFA Total credits    260 
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Modules in detail 

 

What do I have to do to pass? 

In order to pass the programme you must achieve the credit for each module. You must 
pass each module with an overall mark of 50 (except where compensation applies).  

Certain modules may be compensated at the discretion of the assessment board. 
Compensation is the award of credit for a failed module on the basis of good performance in 
other modules. Compensation may only be applied to the following module: 

• Relatedness in Motion 

Module Title Module Credits 

Res Lab 

Exploration of a range of research procedures and methodologies 
enabling you to investigate and articulate research at Masters level 
within your own field of practice. 

30 

Creative and Inclusive Dance Teaching 

Development of your skills towards becoming a confident, skilled and 
effective dance teacher/facilitator with the capacity to lead safe, 
enjoyable, accessible, inclusive and challenging participatory dance 
activities.  

 

30 

Relatedness in Motion 

Explore dance practice through the lens of choreological practice 
using physical embodiment, observation, discussion and critical 
reading, to explore relatedness in motion as a concept in human 
movement and performance.  

30 

Community Dance Leadership 

Exploration of the role of the dance artist in community contexts. 
Develops confidence and competence in proposing, planning, 
managing and leading dance activity for participants with varied 
backgrounds, experiences, needs and abilities with knowledge of the 
benefits of dance to those particular communities. 

30 

MA Project 

Supports the development of the reflective, innovative, autonomous, 
collaborative and resourceful artist-practitioner through a specific 
personal enquiry and self-managed independent project. 

60 

OR MFA Extended Project 

Opportunity to pursue a topic of interest in depth and explore the 
mode(s) of investigation and presentation under the guidance of, and 
agreement with, a supervisor(s). 

140 
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Rules applying to compensation can be found in the Assessment Regulations for Taught 
Programmes. 

 

AWARDS 

Award HE Level Credits  Classification % required 
Master of Fine Arts 7 260  With Distinction 70 
Master of Arts 7 180  With Merit  60 
Postgraduate Diploma 7 120  With Pass 50 
Postgraduate Certificate 7 60    

 

Accreditation and additional qualifications 

Students will receive a free DBS check through their assisting roles with Learning and 
Participation Dance. 

 

Who is it for?  

The MA / MFA Dance Leadership and Community Practice is for people from a diversity of 
backgrounds who have a common interest in dance as a creative, participatory art form and 
a desire to work beyond the traditional contexts of dance-making and performance. We 
encourage applications from:  

• Dance or performing arts graduates who have pursued teaching / education / community 
as a strand of study and want to continue this as a specialism at postgraduate level  

• Graduates of non-arts subjects who have a dance background and interest / experience in 
participatory arts / teaching / community work  

• Individuals with traditional dance training wanting to extend their practice beyond 
performance and creation towards teaching and participatory practice  

• Experienced professionals from dance or other sectors looking to broaden their skills and 
knowledge, extend their qualifications, enter new areas of professional practice  

 

What are my study options?  

• The MA Dance Leadership and Community Practice is a one-year (full-time) or 
two-year (part-time) taught programme, culminating in an independent research 
project. 

• The MFA Dance Leadership and Community Practice is a two-year full-time 
programme. It shares the first-year taught programme with the MA. An extended 
independent project forms the second year, providing time for in-depth research. 

 

MFA Applicants 
MFA applicants should demonstrate their capacity to undertake self-directed research 
by submitting an initial project proposal, outlining the following: 



Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance  
 
 

• The reasons they wish to carry out an independent project over one academic year 
• Their suitability for extended independent research in the context of an MFA Dance 

Leadership and Community Practice 
• The nature of their intended research and a draft projected timeline with indicated 

outputs of research (which is understandably subject to change) 
 
Fees and Finances 
Fees in 2019-2020   
FULL TIME Home/UK: £9,530 International: £19,630 
PART TIME Home/UK: £5,360 International: £11,030 
Scholarships and bursaries: Audrey Weatherhead Award provides a reduction in fees for 

one student per cohort. All offers holders can apply for this scholarship.  

UK offer holders will be able to apply for Postgraduate Loans to cover fees. 

 
Entry requirements 
Applicants are expected to have an appropriate first degree (or an equivalent qualification) or 
5 years’ professional experience. Applicants without formal qualification are subject to the 
Institution’s recognition of prior learning (RPL) process. Decisions are made by the RPL 
Panel with delegated authority from the Assessment Board. An External Examiner may 
decide to scrutinise the evidence supporting a claim as part of the Assessment Board 
process. 

Applicants for whom English is not their first language should demonstrate proficiency in 
English equivalent to IELTS 7.0, or TCL Integrated Skills in English III. Trinity Laban website 
provides guidance on the standard expected by reference to acceptable English Language 
qualifications. 

In addition, meeting external requirements of UK Visas and Immigration is essential. 

 

Entry to this programme is initially by submitting a UCAS application. Applicants will then be 
invited to either: 

• a live practical audition (technical and creative work)  

OR  

• upload video submissions (demonstrating technical and creative work) to Embark.  
o 20-30 minutes of material showing you dancing ‘set’ material from a 

contemporary dance technique class including an extended contemporary 
dance sequence.  

o 10 minutes of footage of you performing a creative dance improvisation with 
some information of the basis or inspiration for the improvisation. 

• Addition Option: footage of you teaching dance, or facilitating a workshop in a 
community/educational setting. (Please ensure you have the consent of any other 
people / participants – including musicians and other professionals - who appear in 
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the footage (especially in the case of children or vulnerable adults) to film and share 
the footage. Trinity Laban agrees only to view/share the filmed material amongst 
individuals on the Admissions Panel and purely for the purposes of considering your 
application to the Programme). 
  

• Candidates are also required for an interview (in person or via video conferencing 
software). 

Applicants are normally expected to have a first degree (or an equivalent qualification) in a 
relevant subject and/or relevant (professional) experience, preferably in dance, education or 
community related work. 

Applicants without formal qualifications are subject to the Institution’s recognition of prior 
learning (RPL) process. 

Candidates should demonstrate: 

• appreciation of, and engagement with, the values and principles of Community / 
Participatory Dance as a professional area of practice 

• understanding of the programme and how it can develop them as Dance Leaders 
and community practitioners 

• potential to teach and lead dance in a range of community and participatory dance 
settings 

• commitment to undertaking the programme, including independent study and 
assisting opportunities alongside timetabled classes 

 

 

What can I do next?  

The programme prepares students for a breadth of possibilities and our graduates work in a 
variety of settings as dance artists, facilitators, teachers, and artistic leaders. The vocational 
focus of the programme ensures that it continues to support graduate practitioners into the 
profession on an employed or independent basis. Alumni profiles are available on the 
website: https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/alumni/alumni-profiles  

Helga Deasy: Dance Artist 

Emma Gladstone: Dancer, Artistic Director 

Corinne Meredith: Community Dance Artist 

Emily Jenkins: Dance Artist 

Anastasia Kostner: Dancer, Choreographer 

Katharine le Roux: Dance Artist 

 

What do alumni say?  
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“The course is brilliantly designed to cover all bases and each individual’s interests… There 
are so many opportunities to volunteer and work out in the community; this ensures that you 
will leave the course with the real-life experiences that are vital to starting a career… I feel 
proud and privileged to be a part of this exciting place.”  

Corinne Meredith, PGDip student 2013 –15  

“My time at Trinity Laban was invaluable in helping me to specialise in an area of dance I 
feel very passionate about. It gave me a hunger to explore new possibilities within dance, 
and the skills needed to develop my artistry.” 

Emily Jenkins 2013-14 

“Studying at [Trinity] Laban offered me the opportunity to develop both as an artist and 
teacher, providing a nurturing and supportive environment in which to explore my artistic 
interests. It has really launched my career, giving me invaluable skills and experience”. 

Katharine le Roux 2014-15 

 

How can I find out more? 

 Visit trinitylaban.ac.uk/communitydance  

Attend a Postgraduate Open Evening:  https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/study/open-
days/dance-open-days/ 

Email the Programme Leader Melanie Clarke on m.clarke@trinitylaban.ac.uk  


