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Welcome to the Summer 2021 edition of Transform, 
with fundraising news and updates from Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music and Dance.

After more than a year of lockdowns, isolation, cancelled 
events and missed opportunities to connect, the light at 
the end of the tunnel may finally be in front of us. We are 
all aware of how profoundly the performing arts sector 
has been impacted by the pandemic, and what a critical 
road lies ahead to rebuild the cultural life that we so 
highly value.

Your support and generosity will be part of that 
rebuilding, helping ensure the artists of tomorrow can 
take their place and hone their crafts to the highest level 
at Trinity Laban. On behalf of the Boad of Governors, 
thank you for your ongoing commitment to this 
phenomenal conservatoire.

This edition of Transform shines a light on the incredible 
impact that donor support is having, not just for 
individual students and Trinity Laban, but for the broader 
Arts sector as well. From the story of TL alumnus Jasiel 
Peter who, through scholarship support and Trinity 

Laban training, is forging a strong artistic career in his 
home country of India, to the announcement of the 
Fela Anikulapo-Kuti Scholarship which will help attract 
and launch the careers of top talent in the areas of jazz 
and composition – Trinity Laban donors are making an 
indelible impact on the future of the Arts through their 
generosity.

In the short-term, Trinity Laban is slowly returning to live 
performance and events, and I encourage you to consult 
the TL website to learn more about opportunities to 
attend a performance this summer. Looking further ahead, 
we are very hopeful for a return to normal come autumn, 
and opportunities to host more formal gatherings for our 
supporters then. 

With my sincere thanks  
and best wishes,

John Crompton 
Governor and Chair,  
Trinity Laban Development Board

Photo: Fela Kuti, credit David Corio    

See our website for more news and information: trinitylaban.ac.uk/news

For more information on any 
articles in Transform, contact the 
Development Team. You can find 
contact details on the back page.

We are thrilled to announce the new Fela Anikulapo-
Kuti Scholarship, in support of a talented musician 
from Africa or of African heritage studying Jazz or 
Composition. Named in memory of TL alum, political 
activist and pioneer of Afrobeat Fela Kuti (1938–1997), 
the scholarship is generously funded by independent 
record label Partisan Records and supported by The Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti Estate.

Fela Kuti studied composition and trumpet performance 
at Trinity Laban (then Trinity College of Music), in 1958. 
He went on to become a world-renowned performer and 
pioneer of the Afrobeat sound which continues to be a 
major influence on the music of today. Fela’s Grammy-
nominated eldest son, Femi, as well as Femi’s own son 
Made are also celebrated musicians, both represented 
by Partisan Records.

The Fela Anikulapo-Kuti Scholarship
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Developing the Next 
Generation of Indian 
Musicians

Photo: Jasiel Peter on his first day with the Symphony Orchestra of India 

Trinity Laban alum, Jasiel Peter recently started his first 
job with the Symphony Orchestra of India in Mumbai. 
Below we hear from Professor Nic Pendlebury, Head 
of Strings at Trinity Laban, as he shares with us Jasiel’s 
inspiring story.

Earlier this spring, I finished the third in 
Trinity Laban’s digital series of virtual 
masterclasses and workshops that 
we’re delivering in India as part of our 
International Academies programme. 
These include a number of two-
hour classes combining individual 
performance classes with group 
musicianship and technique lessons.

We have a historic connection with 
the country, dating back to 1898 when the then Trinity 
College of Music first started examining in India, and 
recent online sessions, which started in 2019 following 
six years of in-person courses, have allowed us to 
engage with a wide number of students from all  
over the country.

One of the privileges of my job as Head of Strings at 
Trinity Laban is sharing expertise with talented young 
musicians from across the globe, and it's incredible to 
see the immense achievements that are being made in 
India’s musical community. 

Through our programme, we’ve seen an increase in the 
number of Indian students accepted onto our degree 
programmes, enabling students to further their musical 
education in a world-leading conservatoire environment.

One such student is Jasiel Peter, whose story is a 
testament to the commitment of Trinity Laban’s work in 
India, and of the work that still needs to be done.

I encountered Jasiel on my very first visit to the 
Bangalore School of Music, where I have led annual 
week-long workshops for violin and viola players for the 
past seven years. At the end of the course Jasiel, who 
had attended as a violinist, asked me to listen to him play 

Looking Ahead

London Borough of Culture 2022

On 11 February 2020, the Mayor of London, Sadiq 
Khan, announced that Lewisham has been awarded 
the title of London Borough of Culture 2022. This is 
fantastic news for Lewisham, home to the Laban Building 
and our Faculty of Dance, which will see the borough 
awarded with £1.35m in funding. The funding will support 
the delivery of an incredible year-long programme of 
activities within the community in celebration of the 
unique character and culture of local people and places. 
We are thrilled with this exciting news for Lewisham and 
Trinity Laban is proud to be an active partner of London’s 
Borough of Culture. We are greatly looking forward to 
much creativity and collaboration in the future, values 
which have long been at the heart of what we do at 
Trinity Laban. 

Anniversary Celebrations

We are excited to announce that the next academic 
year will mark the 150th anniversary of Trinity College of 
Music and the 75th anniversary of Laban, Trinity Laban’s 
institutional forebearers.

We look forward to sharing our plans to celebrate these 
momentous milestones with you, our donors, who have 
supported us all these years.

Finzi Gift for Student Hardship

Earlier this year, in response to the continued struggles 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, The Finzi Trust 
generously donated £15,000 to help support Trinity 
Laban musicians. Founded in 1969, The Finzi Trust seeks 
to promote the music of British composer Gerald Finzi 
and to further his ideals. This includes offering financial 
assistance to talented young musicians.

This tremendous donation will help support music 
students facing increasing financial pressures and 
uncertainty so that they may continue their training at 
Trinity Laban. The donation provided a significant boost 
to the Trinity Laban Student Hardship Fund, which is 
open to all students under 25 who are experiencing 
financial challenges.

Now more than ever, donor support remains vital 
for Trinity Laban and our students as we continue to 
navigate the impacts of the pandemic. If you would like 
to contribute in support of the Student Hardship Fund or 
support Scholarships, please consider donating via our 
website or getting in touch with our Development Team.

An Update on Performances
Following Government guidance we are still  
hosting live audiences with social distancing at  
some of our performances.

There is still much to see at over the summer months 
but if you are unable to make it to any of our in-person 
performances head to our YouTube channel where many 
of our performances are being released.

Please check our website trinitylaban.ac.uk/whats-on for 
the most up to date information on our summer season 
and important information on attending performances.

The Fela Anikulapo-Kuti Scholarship (cont.)

Photo: Alex Polack (courtesy THSH Birmingham)

The inaugural scholarship will support first year student 
Alex Polack, an aspiring young jazz trumpeter, and 
enable him to continue his studies at Trinity Laban next 
academic year. As part of the scholarship award, Alex 
will also have the unique opportunity to receive bespoke 
artistic and industry focused mentoring from Partisan 
Records and Fela’s grandson Made Kuti, who is also a 
Trinity Laban alum.

 “I feel honoured to have been awarded this scholarship 
and the opportunity of mentorship from Partisan Records. 
The scholarship will be a massive help towards supporting 
my studies at Trinity Laban where I can continue to develop 
and benefit from the experiences and the opportunities that 
London has to offer.” – Alex Polack, recipient of The Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti Scholarship 

 “Through his music and activism, Fela built his legacy 
upon the ideas of giving back to the community, inspiring 
creativity and curiosity, and pushing boundaries. This 
scholarship is a prime example of one of the many ways this 
legacy continues to live on and inspire young people to this 
day. We’re proud to help bring this opportunity to Alex and 
hopefully future Trinity Laban students. We also look forward 
to instilling some of Partisan’s own industry expertise and 
experience into the next generation of creative minds.”  
– Partisan Records

We are truly honoured to have this new scholarship at 
Trinity Laban which celebrates Fela Kuti’s legacy. 

the double bass, as he had hopes of auditioning  
for Trinity Laban. I was surprised as I hadn’t realised  
he played the instrument, but it transpired that he’d  
been teaching himself from YouTube videos for only  
three months. 

I was, however, struck by how well he played and 
suggested that, with a lot more work, he’d be ready to 
audition for the conservatoire in a couple of years.

Six months later, following online lessons with Trinity 
Laban double bass professor Leon Bosch, the young 
musician shared a video with me to show how he was 
getting on. I was completely blown away by his incredible 
improvement. He was playing pieces of at least Trinity 
College London Grade 8 standard. 

A few months later we were able to offer him a place on 
our Foundation Programme. He went on to study with us 
for five years, making extraordinary progress which saw 
him complete a Masters degree in 2020. 

Fast forward to 2021, where Jasiel has come full circle 
in his musical journey, playing professionally as a 
double bassist with the Symphony Orchestra of India in 
Mumbai. Returning home to inspire future generations 
of musicians is an inspiring achievement for somebody 
who, seven years ago, didn’t even play the double bass. 

Jasiel’s success is a model for how we can continue to 
cultivate the emerging teaching community in India, so 
that the country’s musical infrastructure can ultimately  
be self-sustaining. 

Right now, we’re able to connect with students and 
recognise their potential, but Jasiel’s success remains 
an elusive aspiration for the majority. If we are to realise 
our commitment to helping develop the next generation 
of Indian musicians, we need to significantly increase 
scholarship and bursary support for Indian students who 
otherwise could never access a Trinity Laban education.

Over the course of his training, Jasiel was supported 
by British Council GREAT India Scholarships, Material 
World Foundation and Trinity College London, and found 
innovative ways to self-fund both himself and his sister 
Joy, who joined us a couple of years ago as a violist 
has been the recipient of the Sama Family Scholarship, 
British Council GREAT India Scholarships and Trinity 
College London Scholarship. 

Thanks to individual supporters, we’ve been able to 
introduce the India-specific Udmi Devi scholarship, as 
well as other funding available to Indian students, which 
is a fantastic start. But without a significant injection 
of external financial support, our goal will remain a 
pipedream and stories like Jasiel’s, which exemplify 
the strength of Trinity Laban’s determined and creative 
students and our extraordinary and committed teachers, 
will remain exceptional.

To learn more about supporting scholarships at Trinity 
Laban, contact Paula Mallottides at p.mallottides@
trinitylaban.ac.uk or donate to our scholarship fund  
via our website.

https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/support-us/ 
https://www.youtube.com/user/trinitylaban
http://trinitylaban.ac.uk/whats-on
https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/support-us
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Contact Us 
Brian Howard, Head of Development 
b.howard@trinitylaban.ac.uk

Paula Mallottides, Development Manager 
p.mallottides@trinitylaban.ac.uk / 020 8305 4490

Saffiyah Keig-Momin, Development Officer 
s.keig-momin@trinitylaban.ac.uk / 020 8305 4459

The Chevening Scholar 
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In the last edition of Transform, we announced Claudia 
Rodriguez as the 2020/21 Chevening Scholar at Trinity 
Laban. Now, we are pleased to share with you an update, 
as we hear from Claudia about her experiences this year. 

“Thanks to the Chevening Scholarship I am studying at 
Trinity Laban, a world leading institution in the training of elite 
professional artists, where I have been further enhancing my 
skills as a performer and creator.

For eight months, I have been working from novel and 
contemporary approaches related to the creation of 
choreographic pieces that move away from traditional 
dance. It has been an honour to access this study program 
characterized by the multiplicity of approaches and insert 
myself into a collective of international students.

I describe my experience of studying at Trinity Laban, as the 
scenario of creative and cultural exchange in which we have 
all identified and aligned with the aim of evolving as artists 
and people, exposing each one in the diversity of who we 
are. This space of creation and research has undoubtedly 
expanded my artistic boundaries.

In the future, whether I decide to follow my artistic career 
as a professional dancer, creator, researcher, or manager 
within the world of Performing Art, this Masters will set 
the basis for the planning of a successful career, through 
the development of skills that would allow me to work at 
different levels of responsibility and creative methodologies.

Thank you Chevening for this amazing opportunity of 
personal and professional growth. Thank you for inserting 
me in a multicultural environment of academic potential 
and leadership. Thanks for the inspiration and for helping to 
make my dreams come true.”

Screenshots: Adjudicator Stephen Fry, Dominic Murcott and the 
winner Nathen Durasamy.

Competitions play an important role in the 
training of Trinity Laban music students, creating 
opportunities for our young artists to prepare 
to the highest standard and gain invaluable 
feedback from industry professionals. From large 
scale faculty-wide competitions such as the 
prestigious Gold Medal Showcase to discipline-
specific competitions, students are never short of 
opportunities to hone and showcase their talent. 

Despite the challenges of the past months, we 
have been able to adapt many of our annual 
competitions for both digital platforms and socially 
distanced settings with great success.

One such highlight was the Daryl Runswick 
Competition for composition, broadcast on 
Trinity Laban's YouTube channel on 21 May and 
adjudicated by none other than the renowned 
Stephen Fry. Building on the department’s 
established tradition of inviting guest artists from 
outside the musical sphere, Head of Composition 
Dominic Murcott explained: “We thought it would 
be interesting if we chose an adjudicator who 
represents the view of the audience, someone who 
can act as informed listener.” On being invited to 
adjudicate, Stephen commented: “Delighted to be 
asked to judge such a prestigious competition. It’s 
a marvellous thing to feel part of something that 
promotes, rewards, encourages and celebrates 
young musical talent.”

Stephen praised the seven finalists’ work, 
commending their musical understanding and 
orchestration skills, before naming Nathen 
Durasamy the overall winner for Enantiodromia: in 
loving memory of Dad. 

We are hugely grateful to the generous support of 
our donors who make these competitions possible.

Competitions

mailto:b.howard@trinitylaban.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8mrJN8JS6hRfhsOwDeOOnpl7LqCSkW4Y

